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a drive through the streets to the House of Commons
where a Government rcception end Press Conference should
be held, This is still under consideration.

Socigl functions after the Expedition returns.

4. It was reported that the Expedition and
wives will be received at Buckingham Palace on
May when Dr, Fuchs will receive his accolade,

Committee felt that it would be appropriate if
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Ma jesty would consent to present Polar medals to the
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Chairman undertock to approach the Polar Medal
asking if this could be arranged.
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RANGITOTO will probably dock between 7 a.m. and 9 a.m,
At about 10.15 a.m. the Mayor of Southampton will board
the vessel to offer a civic welcome after which there
will be a drive through the strec%s to the Town Hall
where a Press Conference will be held, followed by a
Civic Reception. The Specizl Train will leave for
London at about 2 p.m,, luncheon being ser¥ed on board.

38 On arrival in London the Expedition will be
officially welcomed at Waterloo by Lord Home, Secretary
of State for Commonwealth Reletions and it has been
suggested to the Prime Minister that there should be

a drive through the strects to the House of Commons
where a Government rcception and Press Conference should
be held, This is still under consideration.

Social functions after the Expedition returns.

4, It was reported that the Expedition and their

wives will be received at Buckingham Palace on the 15th

May when Dr., Puchs will receive his accolade. The

Committee felt that it would be appropriate if Her

Majesty would consent to present Polar medals to the

members of the Expedition at the same time and the

Chairman undertook to approach the Polar Medal Committee

asking if this could be arranged. S =t




TRANS-ANTARCTIC EXPEDITION

MINUTES OF THE THIRTIETH MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE OF
MANAGEMENT HELD AT 64 VICTORIA STREET, S.W.1 AT 3.15 P.M.
Y ON MONDAY, 31ST MARCH 1958.

PRESENT: Sir John Slessor (Chairman)
The Rt. Rev. the Bishop of Portsmouth
Sir James Wordie
Captain A.R.Glen
Mr,G.P.Pirie-Gordon
General Sir James Marshall-Cornwall

Huq' Professor H,H.Read
(\J, by Sir Miles Clifford
Qﬂﬁé# Mr.F,H.Corner (representing Ross Sea
ﬁh* <ﬂy§. Committee)
[{u ATLSO ATTENDED: Mr.M.A.Willis (Colonial Office)
5 v Mr.A,F.Drake (South Africa House)

Mr.P.Williams (Kemp Chatteris & Co)

The Minutes of the Twenty-ninth Meeting of the Committee
of Management held on 28th February 1958 were confirmed.

Authority for Finance Sub-Committee to deal with Press
and Publiclity metters

2 It was reported that since the successful
completion of the Expedition so much work had arisen

in conmnection with publieity which would now inevitably
surround its return to the United Kingdom, that, in the
Chairman's absence in America, Sir James Wordie had
extended the terms of reference of the Finance Sub-
Committee to deal with Press and Publicity matters and
had asked that it should organise all the social arrange-
ments connected with the Expedition on arrival, The
Committes unanimously approved this decision.

Arrangements for the arrival of the Expedition in the
Uni%eg Kingdom

i It is hoped to run a Special Train to meet the
Expedition on arrival at Southampton on l1l2th May. This
will probably leave London at about 7.30 a.m, 2nd the
RANGITOTO will probably dock between 7 a.m. and 9 a.m,
At about 10,15 a.,m. the Mayor of Southampton will board
the vessel to offer a civic welcome after which there
will be a2 drive through the strec$%s to the Town Hall
where a Press Conference will be held, followed by a
Civic Reception. The Specizl Trein will leave for
London at about 2 p.m., luncheon being secr¥ed on boerd.

s i On arrival in London the Expedition will be
officially welcomed at Waterloo by Lord Home, Secretary
of State for Commonweslth Relations and it has been
suggested to the Prime Minister that there should be

a drive through the strects to the House of Commons
where a Government rcception #nd Press Conference should
be held. This is still under consideration,

Social functions after the Expedition returns.

4, It was reported that the Expedition and their

wives will be received at Buckingham Palace on the 15th

May when Dr. FPuchs will receive his mccolade. The

Committee felt that it would be appropriate if Her

Majesty would consent to present Polar medals to the

members of the Expedition at the same time and the

Chgirman undertook to approach the Polar Medal Committee

asking if this could be arranged. - e m—




5y A luncheon will be held at Skinners Hall on 15th
May when members of 211 the Trans-Antarctic Expedition ™
Committees will entertain members of the Expedition =nd
their wives, and that evening there will be a large
reception at the Royal Geographieal Society. Captain
Glen said that the Finance Sub-Committee felt that on
this occasion the Guest List should be representative

of the leading figures in the life of the nation. The
Committee agreed and authorised the Sub-Committee to

draw up a suggested list for approval,

64 On 22nd May the Lord Mayor of London has invited
the Expedition and the members of the Committee of
& Management to & private luncheon at the Mansion House
Thsas hig personal guests.
Te It was reported that the Guild of Air Pilots =nd
Air Navigators has awarded the Johnston Memorial Trophy
1957 to Sguadron Leader John Lewis for his achievement
in flying the first single-cngined planec across Antarctica,
and this will be presented at their Annual Banguet on
28th May. _

Pyess and Publieity

8. The main television progremme covering the
achlevements of the Lxpedition will be on Sunday evening,
18th May, and the main sound radio programme will be
recorded on 10th June and broadecest all over the world
very shortly afterwsards.

9, Sir Miles Clifford said that he felt that the
office would be under great pressure from newspapers

when the Ixpedition retuwrn home, and suggested that a
whole time Press liaison officer should be appointed to
handle publieity. He was willing to approach the
J.Walter Thompson Compeny asking that Mr. Raymond Baker's
services should be made available. After discussion,
the Committee agrced that before reaching a decision,
Admiral Parry should be consulted on his return from New
Zealand later this week,

Report on Film Premiere

10, A report on the results of the Film Premiere was
tabled showing that the finel profit will be about £1,290,
This is a disappointing result due partly to the fact that
it fell during a period when those who c¢an normally be
expected to support charity Premiéres are abroad, and
partly because the title and subject of the film (juvenile
delinquency) wes not attractive either to patrons or to
potential advertisers.

Lectures.

i S It was reported that Dr. Puchs will lecture
privately to the Royal Gecgrapvhical Society on 9th

June and his first public lecture will be given at

the Festival Hall on 11th June in the presence of H,M,

the Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh. After this lecture
there will be a small reception which the Queen has promised
to attend, confined %o members of the Expedition and their
close families, the Committee of Maonagement and their
ladies ond- the Headquarters stoff. On 12th and 13th

June Dr, Fuchs and one other member of the Expedition

will travel to Scotland and to give two lectures and

earry out a eivie programme in Edinburgh and Blasgow,




12 Mrs. Honnywill reported ‘that mgny requests are
‘igming in for Dr. Fuchs to lecture early in July
cluding a suggestion that he should spend o week

at the Brussels Fair, In view of the importance of
delivering the manuscript of the book in time for
publication in the sutumn the Committee felt that
every effort must be made to protect Dr. Fuchs from
outside engagements and Mrs. Honnywill was instructed
to posPpone the Brusscls engngement - preferably until
the autumn if this wags possible.

Ireasurer's Report

13, Mr. Pirie-Gordon reported that the ctmbined
deficit for both ends of the Expedition ies now about
£30,500 but it should be possible to mect this from the
following sources:

Film Premiere and future lectures £3,500
Excess Royglties on Book 10,000
Profits from the two films 15,000
Sale of Otter to the United States
Government 26,000 (possibly)

(Of this money the first £5,000 profit is returnable to
the Mount Everest Foundation).

14, In budget estimates it is assumed that office
expendigure will continue for about twelve months after
the return of the Expedition.

Salories for Dr. lister and Dr. Rogers.

15, It was reported theot Durham University have
expressed their intention of taking Dr. Lister back on
their books as from 1st May but have indicated that he
will have adequate facilities and time to work up his
Expedition results.

16, Dr. Rogers has been asked how long he cstimates
thet his whole time services should be available to the
Expedition to work up his results. When this is known
Bristol University will be asked to co-operate accordingly.

The meeting adjourned at 4. 20 p.m.

G Lpaen Honnu €0

P.p.C.R.L, Parry
SECRETARY

TRANS-ANTARCTIC EXPEDITION

Distribution

A1l Mempers of the General Committiee
Commonwealth Relations Offices (4)
Coloninl Office (2)

New Zealand House (2)

Australia House

South Afrien House (4)

The Ross Sea Committes (2)

Kemp Chatteris & Co.

H.E.The Governor of the Falkland Islands
Chairman, Scottish Appeal Committee
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Purchase of the Otter

:
e The Seeratary reported that Admiral Dufek had told
Squadron Leader Lewis that he had asked the American
Government to purchase the Otter for 70,000 and word
from Washington is now awaited.
Finance.
4, The Treasurer reported that the financial position

has not materielly altered since the last meeting; there
is 8till a deficit of about £30,000 between the United
Kingdom and New Zealand but the figures in the Budget do
not include:

Bxcess royalties on the book
Net profit from the film
Receipts from the Film Premiere
Receipts from lectures

The sale of one Sno-cat

o0 ol

It was hoped that under these categories a further
£29,000 could be realised.

5w The Treasurer said that the Expedition is now
overdrawn again for about £150,

G The Secretary reported that the Americen manufacturers

of the Sno-Cat had offered to purchase onc vehicle for the
price of a new one less the transport charges. Another
would be presented to the British Petroleum Co. who had
supplied all the Expedition's fuecls and lubricants, Sir
Miles Clifford seid he felt that BP should be asked to
give the 8Sno-Cat to the Scicnce lMuscum or some similar
institution after they had finished with it.

Film Premiere

Ta Captain Honnywill reported that all arrangements
for the Film Premicre on 3rd March are in train but a
grave situation has arisen because the rules for tax
exemption have been revised and the Customs and Excise
Authorities have refused to grant the Expedition exemption
on the profits of the Film Premiere. This could mean that
the Expedition would be liable for as much as £1500.

Every effort is being made to have the decision altered
and Sir Edwin Herbert is using his influence to this end.

8. The Programme advertisements have sold for £1400
and it is hoped to realise a further £150 from their sale
in the cinema, Mrs. Clerke, organising the sale of
tickets, has so far realised just over £1100,

Instructions to Admiral Parry covering his wisit to
New Z=saland.

9. Sir Miles Clifford raised the question of the
Committee providing Admiral Parry with official
Instructions es a Mandate for his visit to New Zealand,
It was agrced that the Secrefary should draft this,
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TRANS~ANTARCTIC EXPEDITION.

A Meeting of the Committee of Management of the Trans-
Antarctic Expedition will be held at 64, Victoria Strest
o at 2-30 p.m. on Friday 28th February.

AGENTDA

1 Progress of Dr. Fuchs' Party.

2. Removal of Party from Antarctica to New Zealand
and thence to the United Kingdom.

3 Social functions proposed on arrival in Englend .

4. Financial statement.

Bie Report on arrangements etc., for film premiecre.

wApCULL UL CUSTS WONEY, €0 MONey can be regarded as the

"life-blood" of such a venture. It is the objeot of this
Conference to explain the present financial circumstances
and the necessity for holding this Film Premiere.

Finance.

The total cost of the Expedition, including both
the United Kingdom and New Zesland teams, will come to approx-
imately £500,000. This excludes donations in kind from a
wide variety of commercial firms amongst which must be ranked
firstly the gift of fuel, lubricants etc., for ships, air-
eraft and surface vehicles by the British Petroleum Company,
also gifts in kind from the British and New Zealand Governments
which vary from the seconding of service persomnel to - in the
case of New Zealand - the use of administrative accommodation
in a Government Building.

Government Support

The project has been generously supported by the
United Kingdom and Commonwealth Governmments as shown below:-

United Kingdom £100,000

New Zealsnd 50,000
Australia 20,000
South Africa 18,000

The major portion of the balance, therefore, had to be found
from public appeal and other sources. It is, of course,
impossible at this stage to forecast what the final expenses
will be, but we have a financial gap to be closed of £30,000.
Although this Expedition is financially in a substantially
better position that all previous comparable ventures, £30,000
is none the less a large sum, and it is in order to reduce this
figure as much as possible that we appreciate so much the
generosity of the Rank Organisation in giving us the proceeds of
this very distinguished Film Premiere.




THE TRANS-ANTARCTIC EXPEDITION.

Press Hand-out by the Expedition, Thursday 20th March.

«Special Message just received from Dr. V.E. Fuchs,

Sitting in a two-man tent, which I now share with
Sir Edmund Hillary, at 9,000 feet on the Southern Polar
Plateau, it is difficult to think of values in terms of
pounds, shillings and pence, but we all know that unless
our supporters at home are sble to raise & considerable
additional sum of money in the next three months, we shall
return home to find the Expedition funds insufficient to
meet our commitments. It is, therefore, most welcome news
to hear that the Film Premiere, "Violent Playground", is
to benefit this Trans-Antarctic venture. We believe that
the scientific -work we have done and continue to do will
prove of great interscst. All we require to complete it and
to ensure that we do not spend another winter here is the
continuation of reasonable weather conditions for about
another two weeks.

Aims of the Expedition.

Firstly the accomplishment of a great journey
never before attempted though previously contemplated.
Secondly, the completion of a comprehensive scientific
programme which includes topogrephical and geological
survey, physiology, meteorology, the latter being of
immense importance to shipping, aviation and whaling
activities in the Southern Hemisphere: glaciology will help
to ascertain the thickness of the ice.

To launch, maintain and complete such an
Expedition costs money, and money can be regarded as the
"life-blood" of such a venture. It is the object of this
Conference to explain the present financial circumstances
and the necessity for holding this Film Premiere,

Finance.

The total cost of the Expedition, including both
the United Kingdom and New Zealand teams, will come to approx-
imately £500,000. This excludes donations in kind from a
wide variety of commercial firms amongst which must be ranked
firstly the gift of fuel, lubricants etc., for ships, air-
craft and surface vehicles by the British Petroleum Company,
also gifts in kind from the British and New Zealand Governments
which vary from the seconding of service personnel to - in the
case of New Zealand - the use of administrative accommodation
in a Government Building.

Government Support

The project has been generously supported by the
United Kingdom and Commonwealth Goverrmments as shown below:-

United Kingdom £100, 000

New Zealznd 50, 000
Australia 20,000
South Africa 18,000

The major portion of the balance, theresfore, had to be found
from public appeal and other sources. It is, of course,
impossible at this stage to forecast what the final expenses
will be, but we have a financial gap to bve closed of £30,000.
Although this Expedition is financially in a substantially
better position that all previous comparable ventures, £30,000
ie none the less a large sum, and it is in order to reduce this
figure as much as possible that we appreciate so much the
generosity of the Rank Orgenisation in giving us the proceeds of
this very distinguished Film Fremiere.
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4. Sqd. Ldr. Lewis is investigating the possibilities
of bringing the Otter out inside a GloYemaster and o
enquiries are being mede regarding the insurances
rasulting from such an operation.

Removal of Assets

. The Secretary reported that the problem of
bringing out Expedition equipment is being investigated.
B.P. are most anxious to have one of the Sno-Cats for
exhibition and test purposes and this will be arranged

if practicable. Sir Miles Clifford suggested that the
makers, Tuckars of Oregon, should be asked if they would
like to take one-~ it being mede clear that they would have
to bear all shipping expenses. The Secretary said that
Captain Kirkwood had besn asked whether it would be
possible to bring out one or two as dock cargo in the
"Endeavour'.

Film Premiere

6. Captain Honnywill reported that he is in close
touch with the J, Arthur Rank Organisation over arrange-
ments for the Film Premicre to be held in the presence of
the Duke of Edinburgh on 3rd March, Iirs, Madge Clarke has
been engaged to organise the sale of tickets and a Committee
lieeting to this end is being convened by her to meet at the
Inglish Speaking Union on 1llth February. A Souvenir
Programme is being prepared which will contain photographs
and thumbnail sketches of members of the Ixpedition and
will carry advertisements. The first opportunity of
booking spece is being offered to those firms who have
assisted the Dxpedition, The Band of the Royel larines
will attend and the Guard of Honour for H,R.H. the Duke

of Edinburgh will be provided by the Royal lMarine
Volunteer Reserve.

s The names of those who will form the Premiere
Committee will be supplied to Iirs. Clarke from the
Bxpedition Office and the Committee authorised Sir Miles
Clifford and Mr. Glen to co-ordinate the list.

8. A suggestion has been made that a New Zealand film
about the Antarctic should glso be shown on this occasion.
This matter will be investigeted.

G Tax exemption has been applied for and is at
present under consideration by the Customs & Excise
authorities.

Finance

10. lir, Johnston said that at the last meeting of the
Finance Sub-Committee it was appreciatud that if Dr. Tuchs!
Party had to overwinter a2t Scott it would entail
considerable additional expenditure - possibly in the
nature of £12,000, without the cost of chartering a shij

to bring them out to New Zgaland, In view of the financisl
problems which may arise the Treasurer has written to the
Ireasurer of the Ross Sea Committee asking for up to date
figures of the financial position in New Zealand,
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FIRST SOUTH AFRICAN TO REACH SOUTH POLE Moy W= f}g 39/!}.5-9-
The first South African ever to sct foot at the South

Pole is Mr, J, J. le Grange who is in cherge of meteorological
cbservetions with Dr. Vivian Fuchs's party. Mr. le Graenge has been
in the Antarctic since 1956 making observations of the weather
systems of the Southern Ocesn. His "next-door neighbour! at Little
America, near McMurdo Sound, has been another South Africen, Nr, H.
ven Loon, (Mr. vean Loon is & map analyst and his present work is
essocleted with Internationsl Geophysical Yeur investigations).
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Election to the Committee of Management

4. The following three members of the Committee
of Management, being eligible for re-election and being
willing to stand, the following proposals were mede:
Sir Bdwin Herbert to be re-clected to the Committee
Proposed by the Chairman
Seconded by Sir James Wordie
Mr. Pirie-Gordon to be re-elected to the Committee
Proposed by Sqd. Ldr. Hampton
Seconded by Mr. Glen
General Sir James Marshall-Cornwall to be
re-elected to the Committee
Proposed by Sir James Vordie
Seconded by Professor Read.

Each proposal was carricd unanimously.

"

Auditors'remuneration

5. It was reported that Messrs. Kemp, Chatteris & Co.
were willing to remain in fficc as Auditors to the Expedition
and the ':'r‘-_-"-" 1 pointed out th in addition to the Annual

Audit they 1andled the Lu_ou 1ting of all Expedition
gsalaries. E LhrrLLorc prop0uL1 that their annual remuneration
should be £57 ? 10 This was seconded by Sir James Marshall-
Cornwall and ca Irlui UL;uiHDuslj.

Progregs of Dr, Fuchs' Party

6. The Deputy Secretary reported that the Main Party
were now nearing South Ice but had suffered constant set-backs,
firstly owing to badly crevassed terrain which had on occasion
limited their progress to as little as two miles per day, and
latterly by white-out conditions which made any advance
impossible. In one crevassed arca in a distaence of one mile
there were 98 flags marking danger spots. Despite their
difficulties, however, the Party had saved nine days on the
original vehicle reconnaissance Jjourney and Dr. Fuchs hoped
that the terrain would improve after South Ice and they would
be able to make up for lost time. It was intended to spend
three days at South Ice servicing vehicles, picking up supplies
and re-adjusting sledge loads, and the R'A.F. contingent now
providing air support from Shackloton would fly the Ottur
across to 8cott when the Ground Party were two days out from
South Ice. It was also reported that very friendly relations
had been maintained with the American I.G.¥. Party at Ellsworth
station, who had co-operwuted in many ways and it was probable
that after South Ice had been evacuated 1t might be used by

the Americans for a short time as a ground control poinsg for
their selsmic soundings in the area. The Secretary was
instructed to send a2 message of Chridtmas greetings to the
Expedition, and a sage of appreciation to the Commarnder of
Ellsworth Station.




...3....

Progress of Sir Bdmund Hillary's Party

1. __ The Deputy Sceretary said that the New Zealand
Party left Scott on 1l4th. October and having made rapid
progress was now nearing Depot 700, which was its final
objectives The Chairman told the meeting that Sir Edmund
had asked permissiocn of the Ross Sca Committee to go
further South to the Pole if time permitted and the con-
currence of the Committee of Management to the propesal
had been sought. He then read out the telegrams which had
been exchanged and said that it had been conveyed to New
Zealand that provided the first object of the Expedition

- the crossing of the continent by the Mein Party - wes in
no way jeopardised and that Dr. Fuchs was consulted and
approved the scheme, the Committee of Management would
have no objection and wished Sir Edmund the best of luck
in any attempt to reach the Pole. The Deputy Secretary
reported that the Ross Sea ~ommittee had suthorised Sir
Bdmund to go forward with the provisos asked for by the
Committee of Management, and provided he could do so within
his existing resources.

Press Correspondents at the Pole

8. The Deputy Secretary said that there is now
meximun world-wide Press interest in the Expedition, an

the pressure on the office is maintained round .the clock.
The Deily Mail hes succeeded in getting & correspondent

to the Pole and The Times are ncw anxious about the ex-
clusiveness of zny materigl which they may receive which
might jeopardise their syndication interests. They are
considering the feasibility of sending a photographer with
a wire picture transmitter to the Pole. Mr. Douglas Mackenzie,
whe is the New Zealand Press correspondent with Sir Edmund
Hillary's Party officially scercdited by the Ross Sea
Committee, has been ssked to send a limited amount of
exclusive material to The Times. It is now ob%ious that
with Americen plenes flying constantly between McMurdo
Sound and the Pole Station and the tremendous interest
evoked in the arrival of either Party at the Pole, it will
be virtually impossible to provide very much material cx-
cl@sively to either The Times or the B.B.C., both of which
have special interests in the Expedition. The B.B.C. are
endeavouring to set up = direct link with the American Pole
Station and the New Zealand Committee are making every effort
to ensure that news of the arrival of each Party at the
Pole will be first repcried through Scott Base and Common-
wealth sources.

Press gublicity

9. Some members of the Committee felt that too
much sensationalism was surrcunding the reports in the Press
and that it should be brought to the motice of the public
that the Expedition was undersaking a serious scientific
programme. The Deputy Secretary said that this was con-
stantly stressed on every possible oceasion; but as it

did not constitu®e "news" for the average reader the news-
pepers did not print the material supplied, and there was
ne way of making them do so. The Daily M2il has agreed

to publish a feature article on the scientific aims of the
Expedition soon after Christmas.

10. The Committee depolred the Press Treatment of

Sir Edmund Hillary's proposed journey to the Pole with its
suggestion of sggressive competition between the two Parties.
The Deputy Sceretery said that everything possible was being
done, both in the Unitzd Kingdom and in New Zealand, to




counteract this. The Chairmen of the Hoss Sea Committee
had madg a public stetement reitersting the main objects

of the xk dition and the part assigned to the New Zealand
Party, and stressed repeatedly that there is no competition
buquun Ln: tw 1@ no question of a race for the Pole.

The same prin g are being constantly given by this
office in an effort to give the Press a proper perspective.
Newspapers are eady secking guidance 'rd *%kinq for
official comments on Sir Pdmund's activities, and it is
hoped that the first rather sensational rb—nctionﬁ to his
Journey will soon be modified.

ot

Publication of New Zealand Scientific results

il Professor Head, Chairman of the Secientific Sub-
Committee, reported that the Rosz Sea Committee is anxious
to publish its own ri¢sults on the marine biclogy carried

out in McMurdo Sound last \son, wherecas the Scientific
sub-Commi ttee had recommended that all scientific results
emanating from the Expedition should be pooled 2nd published
Pol_;~tivt;,. It : i that the mariune biology carried
out from Scott Be reasonably be considered as
primarily a New Z ] rn, but it was heoped that

might be possible to final decision on the ma
ii

ntil Dr. Fuchs hims« r New Ze¢aland =and 5
it with the Hoss uuﬁ mmittee. Dr. Mackintosk suggested
that the result be written up in New Zealand forth-
with pending = i:ring April.

Lecture focs

-~

1.2 The Deputy Secretary reported that Mr. R.H.A.
tewart of the Advance P’.rty, who had been civing l'_l’i‘.'liurts
on behalf of the Expedition, had waived the proportion of
the fecs to which he was entitled. The Committee expressed
their appreciation of his gesture, and the Deputy Secretary

was ingstructcd to convey their grateful thanks to Mr. Stewart.

The meeting adjourned at 13.10 p.m.

Distribution:

b
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TRANS-ANTARCTIC ZXPLDITION

MINUTZS OF THE ’TTH ’HLTIWP OF THE COMMITTZL OF
MANAGCMLINT HTLD 64 VICTORIA STRELT, 3.W.1l ON
MONDAY, 13TH JAl U“RY IOQB

PRESINT Sir John Slessor (Chairman)
9ir Miles Clifford
The Rt. Rev. the Bishop of Portsmouth
Mr. A.R.Glen
Professor H.H,Read
Sir Edwin Herbert
Sir James Wordie
Mr P.G.Pirie-Gordon
Mr. F. Corner (representing Ross Sea
ommittee)
ALSO ATTENDID: Mr LA, Willis (Colonial Office)
My, J...u Banks (Commonwealth Relations
Office)
Mr. A.F.Drake (South Africa House)
Mr. O, Davies (Australia House)

APOLOGIIS FOR ABSINCL: Gencoral Sir James Marshall-Cornwall

#F The Chairman that he had called this emergency
meeting because the Party under Dr. Fuchs was now

approaching the Pole where the final decision about

continuing or aband Expedition would have to
be made and he fel Committee ought to send Dr,
Fuchs a message ei diviee or support - more
particularly in view of the world Press controversy

v
which had rorcd ever since Sir IDdmund Hillary's message
to the Commiftee of Management had unfartunrtulv "leaked"
in a news room in Wellington. Since then there had
been a great deal of adverse publicity both in this country
and in New Zealand =nd he felt the Committee should not
allow the Leader to arrive at the Pole to be subjected to
Press pressure and criticism without some firm guidance as
to their views, To this end he tabled copies of a
suggested draft mesaage to be sent to Dr. Fuchs,

2 A long and full discussion followed during which

Mr, Glen and Sir Edwin Herbert presscd the view that while

it was essential that a message should go to Dr Fuchs he

should not be burdened with a langtl mmunication nor

confused with too much operations v It was felt

that if air cover ;TCT the Ot+¢ d provided znd dog
n8 C d t par, of the route

ight constitute an
mechanical breakdown.

3. The Chair
Bowden suggesting that
Edmund Hillary might
of aarert11*5 the dog
preferably Depot TO0O.

4. The Secraetary said that Sguadron Leader Lewis had
been asked to report on how late in the geason he felt

able to fly the Otter with safety and he had replied that
the concensus of opinion in McMurdo Sound was that the
'plane could fly up to the middle of February but after that

it was impos:ible to guarantee either a safe landing or a
take-o0ff from the Platecau. He also reported that if the

Otter was to be covacuated this year it must sail in an
American shyp leaving McMurdo Sound on 25th January




I
N
I

Alternatively he was making plans U0 winter 11 e
sec., Ho proposed to evacuate the three other membd
¢ RAF con+1dg;rt nd would ceither remain with the
- 80 1IJ:“uc*Ld, or could hand it over
*arty which is nelng flown in to

7AF contingent now at the Base,

D The Committce azreed that under no circumstances
must the Otter be sent out as early as January 25th and
that Squadron Le;dur Lewis should be instructed to make
arrangomente to winter it at Beott,

6. It was stated that according to Press reports
from Meclurdo Sound there is a r‘r'rortt deal oi ﬁdof1101ql
American pressure that Dr, Buchs should allow the Main
Party to be flown out from the Pole owing to the lateness
of the seasorn cnd Mr. Glen made the point that when the
Lxpedition was ori'inzli“ onceived there had been no
thought of an American S ion at the Pole and it had
always beén D,Cuplcf Ln: Jjourney begin:i”g from the
Weddell Sea would : Ross Sea, It w for this
r;n'on thct a Land Support had been
organised and that t!'.C-I‘C nceessity
to PU“J on { : 1 ever be

1

accomplish
element of risk and he 10 couse I pani¢ in this
situation,
all lived
of Dr.

¢alm .nd
programme

| we

m thort:

he remained

3 full secientific
snce as planned.

TL;Q_ were anxious or har: -
Leader and present timae the

Committee
He would lik
mercly givii*' 1
which the it
together Hlu“ a
continued to fecl
judgement.

with an "emergency".
be sent to Dr. Fuchs
11 information available

1 he had not already received
i e confidence they

sense and responsible

o AT
;):_uOT T
g

4'. i

S AT D700
ROUBLE

FOR WINITR

URTH W5 REITCRATE COMPLOTE CONFIDENCE IN YOU
ND OUR SUPPORT IN WHATEV._R YOU DLCIDE TO DO
STOP YOUR DZCISION SHOULD NOT BT INFLUDNCED

BY ANY CONSIDIRATIONS PRUSTIGE OR POSSIBLED
FINANCIAL COMMIT

SLESSORY
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TRANS-ANTARCTIC EXPEDITION

(e8] L

MANAGEMENT HELD AT 64 VICT OHLH STRLET, S.W.1 ON
] JANUARY 1958 1.30 a.m.

ST ' ; .
MINUTES OF THE 26TH MSETING OF THE COMMITTEE OF
™ .

PRESENT Siy James Wordie (in the Chair)
Sir JZdwin Herbert
Mr. FPirie-Gordon
A.R.Glen
Miles Clifford
Myr. F. Corner (Representing Ross Sea
Commit L )
ATS0 ATTENDED Mr, M,A.Willis (Colonial Office)
Mr. J.4.G. Banks (C-? 0)

APOLOGIES TOR ABSENCE
T

The Rt.Rev.The Bishop of Portsmouth
General Sir James Marshall-Cornwall
Professor H.H.Read

the Committee of
057 were approved.

Minutes of

s womant hnald
g Cnment Ncla

r~* nded the Committee tha

Iy m uD—; mmittee had reported
at the 1 ﬂ“lC&thL were willing to hold
a Film Premiere in aid ol _A GFlTl funds, The under-
standing wac that they would be & t;r“T\ rcapon81ble for
its or"anluation. The date had een fixed for 3rd March

i promised to attend.
> o"e misunderstanding
responsibility for the sale
f the Souvenir Programme.

J.J""

and H .R.H. T™he Duke of Edinburgh 1}
It now transpired that there w

and the Expedition must m
of tickets and the product

a

2+ The Se

r with the publicity at
prescnt dircete iition it was imp ssible for
the office to undert additional work in connection
with the Premiers and LndL d selling tickets for such

en occasion required specialised knowledge and contacts,

3 After @ full discussion it was agrecd that the
Lxpedition should secure the scrvices of a professional
socizal or iser to underteke the sale of tickets, It was
uuea that in order to provide & linison between
the Rank Organisation and the Ticket selling

n

as ey, the Hational Tor liental v“ﬂ]*r should
be LuHCd to release for & short period to
degal with any work co'reCTeu with theée Premiocrec. Mx.
Cornoy promisged that the P . department =t New Zealand

House would give :;:istnc: if required.

The furthor organisation of this Film Preomiere
was reforred to the Finance Sub-Committee with authority
to make what arrangements they felt to be suitable and
to engage any additiona 11 staff required,

5. Fiflancial Statement

The Treasurer reported that a revised Financial
Statement hae been received from New Zealend and this
shows the deficit that end to be only £17,000 The U.K,
deficit is now estimeted at £14,000, A Tull summary of
the Statement was tabled and discussed in detail.

L e ——
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"FUCHS OF ITY VIEWS, HD REPLIED MORE IN
SORROW THAN IR ANGZIR, AND LXPRESSED HIMSCTLF
DITEREMINLD TC GO ON DESPITE ALL. ALTHOUGH
FUCHS WAS ANXIOUS FOR MZ TC TRAVIL WITH
HIM FROM THT POLS I HAVE ADVISLZD HIM THAT
RATHCR THAN WAIT SIV RAL WEIKS INACTIVE AT
THL POLZ I ¥OULD RITURN TO SCOTT BASE AND
GZT ON WITH MY JOB AND THIN JOIN HIM AT ONZ
OF THE DIPOTS. TO MY HIND ENOUGH PRESTIGE
WILL HAVD BOCH GAINED BY THI ARRIVAL OF
I"UCHS ARD OURSZLVEIS AT THE SOUTH POLT TO
sNABLG A NODIFICATION OF THD PLAN TO ALLOW
THS TASK TO BS CARRIZD OUT IN A RTASONABLE
AND SAFZ 1IANNZR OVZR A TWO YZAR PZRIOD
WHERYAS A FORCED MARCH LATZ IN THE SEZASON
COULD WILL CAUST MOST UNFAVOURAELE PUBLICITY.
YOUR INSTRUCTIONS ARL THT ONLY THING THAT
CAN ENABLT FUCHS TO SAVC FACT AND ADOPT A
MODIFIZD PLAN SO I WOULD DARNSSTLY REIQUEST
THAT THZ MANAGIMENT COMMITT:. SHOULD GIVD
THIS MATTER ITS EARLIZST CONSIDZRATION
HILLARY"

"TO0 CHAIRMAN COMMITTEE OF MANAGIMINT

HAVE RICHEIVED EISSAGLE FROM HILLARY URGING
ML TO ABANDON JOURNTY AT POLZ AND RETURN
THIR: NEXT SCASON TO CONTINUS WORK. HIS
GROUNDS ARE DETIATORATION WEATHEDX LATE IN
SEASON. I A AWARTE OF THIS POSSIBILITY
WHICH MUST BZ ACCEPTED. HAVI INFORMZID HIM
THAT THSRE IS NO QUSSTION OF ABANDOIMENT
ARD RETURN OF PARTY FOLLOWING STASON
IMPRACTICABLE, HE DOES NOT WISH TO JOIN
US D700, HE STATES HIS AGREENENT WITH HIS
VTORANTOS VITWS THA 00K I

MECHANICS VIZWS THAT “'OI'TINUATION OF JOURKT

LATS IN SIASON IS UNJUSTIFILBLE RIGBK. T
DO NOT AGRED BUT HAVE INFORMID HIN THAT I
DO NOT FLDL ABLI TO ASK HIM TO JOIN US AT
D700 TU USE HIS LOCAL KNOWLEDGE BUT MUST
PIND QUR OWN WAY OUT.

FUCHS"

. The Committes realised thgt there is now a
definite difference of opinion between Dr. Fuchs and Sir
Edmund Hillary 'nd discussed in deteil the implications
of thewe messages. It was felt unanimously that although
Sir Zdmund had made his recommendation with the best
intentions, they were based on the experience of one journey
to the Poles made in farm tractors never designed for the
purpose, =nd that Dr. Fuchs had a long record of successful
Antarctic travel behind him z2nd was best fitted to Jjudge
the conseguences of continuing his journey to Scott.

They felt that he was a2 man well fitted to make responsiblea
decisions in the face of difficulties and it was for this
reason that he had been chosen to lead the Bxpedition.

If at any time he felt that the risks of going on were

no longer acceptable he could be trusted to say so and
until he 4id tlis the Committee would support him whole-
heartedly =nd uneguivocally in his decisions, As 1t
was now obviously necessary that cables should be sent

in the Chairman's name, Sir John Slessor was contacted
and asked to come to the me ting immediately. H: arrived
and took over the Chair,

The Secretary was askad to send Dr. Fuchs the following
message with copizy to Mr., Bowden and Sir Edmund Hillary,

.
- . . -




HAT T,V B PORTET AN
.1".._...]._: a“l 31 f- | 4 (Jl'f.a. .:TJ‘.;-AJ-J.{

prrema Gy e ARE AT -
Lty ILADLL .'.;-L
I CGh_LLT\C;

Ll L (D BOWDLEN
Soeqi ey oot e gt
R,Ol.u“. TULATIONS O

SLESSOR "

alse asked to thank Sir Edmund for his message and
ure him that the Committee had_given full weight To
his views but that they intended to support any decisions
made by Dr. Puchs as overall Leader of the Expedition.

1 1 Tt was agre
messages should be trea
Mr. Corn.r undertook 1o
cypher through Governme:

i@ excha of these
@ as hig .11J confidential and
end uher to New Zealand in

i The Committ then discussed the implications
of the suzgestion now made that the Mein Party might be
in difficulties if they found themselves tr u'eul ng on
the Plateau late in the eas::. It was unanimously
felt that in such an event the ""Onhlwlllt ies of the
U.l por< :‘ .I‘tu.: were cor D01 ‘l.dl‘r. Q'j . r‘.d J’;he

Chairmen undertook to a mes=aga to Mr.
Bowden @ ng hir: to instr Sc B -
make plans for any iorseea iy .

present felt quite confide t 2 88

who have alweys co-cperated so wholehearted

London Committee would continue to do everything }oSSlhl
to ensure the success of the trans-continental journey.

o R Pe
- S RETARY
T3 AT | B 1k ol ey v
-l..'\u!"‘.'.n_a'.‘:"\,_-lih\.\.rllu ﬂLu-'ILIOl'

. s Falkland Islands
Chairman, Scottish Appezl Committe

NOTE FOR
Mrs. Nodpe to organise the sale
of ticketls . 1t was not possible
for Captain Tuck c iogEon work but Captain

v ] - J."'(
Honnywill purpose for a pariod
of approxi




TRANS-ANTARCTIC LXPLDITION

“
MINUTZS OF THE 27TH MEETING OF TH: COMMITTZE OF
HMANAGEMENT HELD AT 64 VICTORIA STRECT, S.W.1 ON
MONDAY, 13TH JANUARY 1958

PRESIENT: 3ir John Slessor (Chairman)

Sir Miles Clifford

The Rt. Rev. the Bishop of Portsmouth

Mr, A.R.Glen

Professor H.H.Read

Sir Edwin Herbert

Sir James Wordie

Mr. P.G.Pirie-~Gordon :

Mr. F. Corner (representin% Ross Sea
ommittee)

ALSO ATTLNDED: Mr M.A.Willis (Colonial Office)
Mr. J.4.G,Banks (Commonwealth Relations
Qffice)
Mr. 4.F.Drake (South Africa House)
Mr. O. Davies (fustralia House)

APOLOGIES FOR ABSINCL: Gencoral Sir James Marshall-Cornwall

i The Chairman said that he had called this emergency
meeting because the Main Party under Dr. Fuchs was now
approaching the Pole where the final decision about
continuing or abandoning the Expedition would have to

be made and he felt that the Committee ought to send Dr,
Fuchs a message cither of advice or support - more
particularly in view of the world Fress controversy

which had raged ever since Sir Edmund Hillary's message

to the Committee of Management had unfortunately "leaked"
in a news room in Wellington. Since then there had

been a grecat deal of adverse publicity both in this country
and in New Zealand znd he felt the Committee should not
allow the Leader to arrive at the Pole to be subjected to
Press pressure and criticism without some firm guidence &s
to their views. To this end he tabled copies of a
suggested draft message to be sent to Dr. Fuchs,

2, A long and full discugsion followed during which
Mr. Glen and Sir Edwin Herbert pressed the view that while

it was essential that a message should go to Dr TFuchs he
should not be burdened with a langthy communication nor
confused with too much operational sdvice. It was felt
that if air cover from the Otter could be provided 2nd dog
teams could be assembled over at least part of the route
from the Pole to Scoit Base, these might constitute an
emergency life-line in case of totsl mechanical breakdown.

3. The Chairmen said that he had already cabled Mr.
Bowden suggesting that as & precautionary measure Sir
Edmund Hillary might be asked to look into the possibility
of assembling the dog teams at some suitable point,
preferably Depot TOO.

4. The Seeretary seid that Sguadron Leadcer Lewis had

becn asked to report on how late in the season he felt

able to fly the Otter with safety and he had replied that
the concensus of opinion in McMurdo Sound was that the
‘planc could fly up to the middle of February but after that
it was impossible to guarantec either a safe landing or a
take-off from the Plateau, He algo reported that if the
Otter wag to be evacuated this year it must sail in an
American ship leaving MclMurdo Sound on 25th January

T s mwsras WA &M YRMGBULT VELUS UV VHNT QAPOULVIUID
" S ——
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fAlternatively he was mak plans to winter it at the
Base, Ho proposed to o ate the three other members
! of the RAF contingont ould ¢ither remain with the
i Otter himself if so 1rstr1c ed, or could hand it over
to an RNZAF relief Party which is being flown in to
take ‘'over from the RNZAF contingent now at the Base.

9% The Committce azreed that under no circumstances
must the Otter be sent out as early as January 25th and
that Squadron Leader Lewis should be instructed to make
arrangonents to winter it at Beott.

6. It was stated that according to Press reports
from McMurdo Sound there is a great deal of unofficial
Am¢rican pressure that Dr., Ruchs should allow the Main
| Party to be flown out from the Pole owing to the lateness
| of the season and Mr, Glen made the point that when the
Expedition was originally conceived there had been no
thought of an American Station at the Pole and it had
ways been accepted that g journey beginning from the
Weddell Sea would at thé Ross Sea. It was for this
roason that a stron ew Z Support Party had been
organised a&nd he di 10t I that there was any nccessity
1 1r covarag
i

to rely on Amori Hothi;g ﬂouT' ever be
accomplishe n 1w. an
glement of risk this

situation. wa
all lived far orts

of Dr, Puchs' ned : emained
calm . :nd unflurriec he was continuing his fu geientific
programme ~nd icle tenance as planned.
These were n Jr-anxious or J‘r:‘- >
Leader and the present time the
Committee wea dgal with an 'eLLrgcncy”.
He would like g ge to be sent to Dr. Fuchs
mercly giving him any operationgl information available
which the Committece might feel he had not already received
together with a reiteration of the confidence they
continued to feel in his good sense and responsidle
Judgemoent.,

T Aftor furt hb_ dis
was drafted and the Secrect
await Dr. PFuchs' arr1V"l

following message
ced to send it to

TON

r LU
oT YOU IN

SH TO KNOW

"FUCHS SCOTT BAST WLLLIN
SIST AKING FINAL

VIC/483 TIRST TO ASSI
DECISION YOU WILL It AT LEVIS
CONSIDDRS IT IMP SSIBLD 70 COUNT ON ABILITY

TO LAND ON OR TAKZ OFF FRON _’L;'.TJ;'.U AFTTER MID
FCBRUARY STOP

SLCOND HILTARY H4AS B ASKTD TO CONSIDER
POSSIBILITY OF ASSEMBLING FOUR DOG TEANMS AT D700
AS IMIRGENCY RESRVE INCASE OF SCRIOUS TROUBLED
WITH VEHICLES ..FTZR D700 STOP

THIRD OTTER WILL RTMAIN SCOTT I
ALTHOUGH THIS MZANS LSAVING IT THIRD FOR WINTCR
STOP

FOURTH WD REITCRATE COMPLAETE CONFIDENCE IN YOU
ND OUR SUPPORT IN WHATEV.R YOU DECIDE TO DO
STOP YOUR DICISION SHOULD NOT B2 INFLULNCED

BY ANY CONSIDTRATIONS PRUSTIGE OR POSSIRLD
PINANCIAL COMMITM .NTS

=1 T CONST

SLESSOR"
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The Rt. Rev., the Bishop of Portsmouth
Sir Edwin Herbert
Sir Miles Clifford

The Minutes of the 24th meeting of the Committee of
Management held on 6th March 1957 were approved.

Progress of Dr. Fuchs' Party.

5 [ The Secretary reported that the Main Party of
the Expedition left Shackleton on the trans-antarctic
Jjourney on Sunday 24th November. This Party consists

of eight men under the leadership of Dr. Fuchs, travelling
in three Sno-Cats, three Weasels and the Muskeg tractor
hauling between them twenty tons of stores.

2. On October 8th Dr., Fuchs had left Shackleton

to lead a vehicle reconnaissance Party of four men in one
Sno-Cat and three Weasels to establish a safe route as

far as South Ice. This journey had proved very much more
difficult than had been envisaged - the distance between
the Bases by air is 280 miles but to reach South Ice the
ground Party had covered 400 miles, 69 of which were through
badly crevassed areas. One Weasel broke down only 1lo
miles out from Shackleton and was returned. A second
broke a camshaft and ran its big end after 200 miles and
had to be abandoned, The sledges which these vehicles
had been hauling were transferred to the Sno-Cat which
finally arrived at South Ice after a journey lasting 37
days pulling 6 tons,.

3. Four men are already at South Ice with the two
dog teams which were flown in to the Shackleton Range
during October where they were used for survey and
geological work in that area, and also to reconnoitre a
safe vehicle route through an area known to be heavily
crevassed, The four men comprising the RAF contingent
will remain based at Shackleton to provide air support
until the crossing Party are safely past South Ice and on
their way to the Pole, The Directorate of Surveys has
made 2 map of the route to South Ice based on a telegram
from Dr. Fuchs, and copies will be circulated.

Return of the Auster to the United Kingdom.

4. Squadron Leader Lewis has reported that the
Auster has been of inestimable value to the Zxpedition
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TRANS-ANTARCTIC EXPEDITION

¥ Minutes of the 25th meeting of the Committee of
Management held at 64 Victoria Street S.W.1l on
27th November 1957 at 11.30.am,

PRESENT Sir John Slessor (Chairman)
General Sir James Marshall-Cornwall
Sir James Wordie '
Professor H.H.Read
. AR.Glén
. G.P.Pirie-Gordon
. F. Corner (representing Ross Sea Committee)

ALSO ATTENDED . G.V.Bradie (Lustralia House)

. A.P.Drake (South Africa House

., M,A,Willis (Colonial Office)

. C.G.Johnston (Kemp Chatteris & Co;

Mr. P. Williams (Kemp Chatteris & Co.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE WERE RECEIVED FROM:

FEFE FRF

The Rt. Rev. the Bishop of Portsmouth
Sir Edwin Herbert
Sir Miles Clifford

The Minutes of the 24th meeting of the Committee of
Management held on 6th March 1957 were approved.

Progress of Dr. Fuchs' Party.

7 IS The Secretary reported that the Main Party of
the Expedition left Shackleton on the trans-antarctic
Journey on Sunday 24th November. This Party conslsts

of eight men under the leadership of Dr. Fuchs, travelling
in three Sno-Cats, three Weasels and the Muskeg tractor
hauling between them twenty tons of stores.

2 On October 8th Dr. Fuchs had left Shackleton

to lead a vehicle reconnaissance Party of four men in one
Sno-Cat and three Weasels to establish a safe route as

far as South Ice. This journey had proved very much more
difficult than had been envisaged - the distance between
the Bases by air is 280 miles but to reach South Ice the
ground Party had covered 400 miles, 69 of which were through
badly crevassed areas, One Weasel broke down only lo
miles out from Shackleton and was returned. A second
broke a camshaft and ran its big end after 200 miles and
had to be abandoned. The sledges which these vehicles
had been hauling were transferred to the Sno-Cat which
finally arrived at South Ice after a journey lasting 37
days pulling 6 tons.

3o Four men are already at South Ice with the two
dog teams which were flown in to the Shackleton Range
during October where they were used for survey and
geological work in that area, and also to reconnoitre a
safe vehicle route through an area known to be heavily
crevassed, The four men comprising the RAF contingent
will remain based at Shackleton to provide air support
until the crossing Party are safely past South Ice and on
their wey to the Pole. The Directorate of Surveys has
made & map of the route to South Ice based on a telegram
from Dr. Fuchs, and copies will be circulated,

Return of the Auster to the United Kingdom.

4, Squadron Leader Lewis has reported that the
Auster has been of inestimable value to the Zxpedition



roblems resulting from their connection with the Expedition,
For the last six wecks 2 telephone circuit has been open to
*SBhackleton twice & week which has been a great aid to
morale at home and of much value to those at Shackleton.

Lectures, Articles Radio Talks ctc.

10, The Secretary reported that the Pinance Sub-
Committee had discussed tha question of fees for articles,
talks etc., and it had been decided to defer the question of
lectures until next year, and to use the scale of fees
operated by the Everest Cxpedition as a basis for discussion.
The Sub-Committee wished to recommend to the Committee of
Management that for articles, broadecast talks etc, all
expenses should be deducted from the fees and the net profit
shered equally between the author and the ZLxpedition. They
further recommend that the Committee should reserve the
right to vary this rule in exceptional circumstances, and
that the Ross Sea Committee should be informed of this
decision with & view to making similar arrangements with

the New Zealand members of the Ixpedition.

<L Discussing the official bo k to be written by
the two leaders, the Secretary reported that the publishers
insist that, in order to catch the Christmas market, the
typescript, photographs and maps should be available to
them by the end of June next year. In order to meet this
deadline it will be necessary to protect Dr. Puchs from
other demands and commitments until the book is finished.
Two lectures have been asccepted for him - at the Royeal
Geographical Society on 9th June and at the Festival Hall
on 11th June when it is hoped that The Queen will be present.
There is also & tentative suggestion that he should lecture
to the Scottish Roysl Geographical Society during June but
this is not confirmed.

The remainder of the Agenda concerned
only the Committee of Management and /
the Accountants - the others present
left the Meeting.

Ballot for re-election to the Committee.

L. The Secretary stated that in order to comply
with the Company rules set out in the Articles of
Association, it was necessary that three members of

the Committee should submit themselves for re-election.
As all members were willing to do this, names were
drawn by ballot and Sir Edwin Herbert, Sir James Wordie
and Mr. Pirie-Gordon will be proposed for re-election
at the Annual General Mecting to be held in December.

Presentation of Annual Accounts.

13, The Treasurer tabled a Financial Statement
and Balance Sheet which were discussed in detail, the
Committee hearing explanations and comments from the
Treasurer and Mr. Johnson of Messrs. Kemp Chatteris &
Co. the Dxpedition Accountants and Auditors.

N5 The Treasurer presented the Report of the Committee
of Management which will be published with the Accounts.

With one amendment in the wording Mr. Pirie-Gordon proposed
and Mr. Glen seconded that the Report be adopted. Carried.
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AWtarctica, the largest arca in the world romaining virtunlly unexplored, is
being visited during the next two years by expeditions from cleven countries,
One of these, the Commonwealth Trans-intarctic Expedition, will attempt the
crossing of the continent, and the others will continue existing research
programmes and meke various scientific obscrvetions in connection with the
International Geophysical Year 1957-581,

This is the largest number of partics to visit the Antarctic ot any one
time, although over 150 expeditions, more than half of them British, have
visited it simce it was first sighted in 1820, and the seamen of Britain and
other nations have beun active in the Southern Occan since the eighteenth
century. Exploration of the imterior of the continemt began early in the 20th
century, and during the last thirty or forty years there has been increasing
intercst in the conditions and resources of the dntaretie, Pormaneni stations
are already maintained in Graham Land and its of flying dislands, in the Australian
Antarctic Territory, and on some of the islands in the southern ocean, The
question of territorial claims in the Antaretic has been attracting wider atton-
tion. In reccnt years therc has also been discussion of the stretegic and
cconomic possibilitics of the region,

This paper is intended to provide, as a background, & brdief account of the
discovery of intarctica nnd of the physical conditions preveiling therc, and to
gve a sunmary of the legnl and political considerations arising from current
discussion about tho region.

GEOGRAPHY AND CLIMATE

Geographiecally, the Anteretic includes, in addition to the continznt of
santarctica, with which this paper is mainly concerned, the island groups of
the Fallland Islends Depznficncicsz, Bouvet island (Bouvetgdys), the Prince Bdward
islands, the Crozet islands (Tles Crozet), the Kerguelen islanmds (Iles de
Kerguelen), Heard island, and Macquarie Island, wherc the physicnl and climatic
corditions ar¢ in general sindlar to those provailing on the continent.

antarctica itself has an ares of approximately six million square miles and
a coastline some 14,000 milcs long. Practically the whole of this land mass
lies within the Antarctic circle (latitude 66° 30! 8.) and most of it is a high
plateau of between 3,000 and 10,000 feet, .t the South Polu itself thers is an
¢levation of some 10,000 foct and the cntire contincnt, apart from the poaks of
the mountain renges, of which the highest reaches some 15,000 fect, is covered
by a thick ice shect, This slopes gradually towards the const where it broaks
off to create the icebergs which arc so characteristic off the cceans of the
antarctic. During the winter months (June to October) the continent is
surrounded by a belt of puck-ice some thirty feet thick and from 100 to 1,000
miles.wlde. This breoks up during the summar, but navigetion to some of the
more remote areas is alyays difficult and very strong winds are freouent,

1For a fuller doscription of these expeditions sec R.3522 of February 1957
The Internationnl Geophysical Year and the Commonwealth, p,11 'The Antarctic
Expeditions?,

2The British Falkland Islands Dependencies include all lands end islands south
of latitude 50° S, betweon longitudes 20° and 50° W, and south of latitude 58° §,
betvieen longitudes 50° and 80° W, There are five dependencies: South Georgia,the
South Orimey islamds,the South Sapdwich Islands, the South Shetland Islands and
Graham Land, Large arcas of land in the Antarctic contincnt are also camprised
in the Dependencies, A4ll the Dependencics are antarctic in character, being
very mountainous with many glaciers, and are almost entirely snow-covered
throughout the year, During the whaling scason, however, South Georgin supports
& population of some 1,400 and rather less than half this numbor remein during
the winter,



