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in reply to your minute at flag 'X!
transfer of the sovereigaty of the Pr
Islands to South Africa. _

As yoﬁ know, General Smuts in

satisfied with views already expr

discuss the matter further. You
have & proper reply to your minu

Defence.

Pl

26th November, 1947 2




PRIME MINISTER

You asked me to look into Field Mar
proposal to transfer the sovereignty of f
Edward Islands to South Africa.

2. I attach a report (J.P.(47) 150
curred in by the Chiefs of Staff, exam
military factors. :

3. Their conclusion, with which I &
there is no military objection to t
Ter of sovereignty. I understand th
Secretary also sees no. deectlom‘b@

4, I am sending a copy Of thlﬁig
the Commonwealth and Forelgn Si :
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Y. ' rms DOCUMENT IS THE PROPERTY OF HIS BRITANNIC MA]Z@.

” X The circulation of this paper has been sh'-ictl_-yf' ,"5
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J.P.(47) 150 (RINAL) .

olTH NOVEMBUR, 1947.

CHISFE OF STAFF COMMITTER

JOINT PLANNING STAFF

PRINCE EDWARD ISLANDS — STRATEGIC |

Report by the Joint Planning

In anticipation of instructio sf
strategic importance of the Prince i
connection with a proposal by Piel
the Juverelénty of these Islands
to South Afriea.

2 We unilerstand that Field Mag
that he would like to discuss
Prime liinister, Accordingly.
invited the Minister of Def
the Chiefs of Staff from th

Background

e The two islands o
and Prince Bdward) lie
Capetown and some 5500
The islands were di |
and heve never been ]
although licence:

United Kingdou Gove
terminated in 1










76/10.

BRET DUEDIATE
REIND T

My dear Hewitson,

ifould you please refer to your let
clst August about the Prince Edward Isla
our reply to the points which you raise
SO long delayed.

We were most interested to learn o
wiich the Union Departments concerned
Islands, and we hope that we may be k
as pussible of the outcome of their 83
involved. 2 :

The result of our own interdepartm
is briefly that we should ‘see no obj
transfer of the Prince Edward Island
Heard Island and with it the MecDo
As regards the present Title t0.%
we have consulted our Legal Advis bi
laformation, his views may be summ rised &

(b) The evidence o
granting of licences is by itse
appear not to have been fo

Dominions, nor it seems is

wiich we could rely tu
we might have obtained
1n the Prince Edward Islan
by the warning to the Sow
atlons would be garr ;
result appears to be -
be regarded as :
Crown.

yt




a claim to Title by occupation there d

‘any sufficient evidence Of 1nLENG1ON
eignty to support the claim Ghat W@l
Islands, though the cancellation of tHENES
be quoted against us. i

So far as the actual occup:
Islands by the South African G
this were proposed, all that w
first place would be for ‘the S
estahlish a Title to the Isl:
Any action on these lines e
perfecting the inchoate or d
in dis Majesty'as a result of
to in paragraph 3 (¢) abov

I hope that this inft
your Government. If, hu
on which you require gu
be enly too happy to

1 am writing on si
House regarding Heard I
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Africa has obvimuss
interest in the 1
we should be vn
steps to establ
islands.
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1 T 1 AATAT alipiry )
PRIVE MINISTER

Field Marshal Sm
the Prince Edward Islandsss
question of soveriegnty &
T wonder whether you wWol
of your Minute €O the a£
the Secretary of St@tw
and the Colonial SECrE

10 the Foreign Sec:







